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A presentation in 5 questions : 

EU Developments 
in Disability and care

1. What is the role of the European Union on disability rights?

2. What are the relations between the EU and the UNCRPD?

3. What is the European Disability Strategy? 

4. What are COFACE Families Europe proposals for the Strategy ? 

5. What is the European Care Alliance ?



What is the role of the European Union 
on disability rights?

• A slow take up of the Disability Policy since 1970s
• Exchange of good practices and international cooperation.
• 1999/2000 : Amsterdam Treaty and the Equality in Employment Directive. 
• New legal competence on discrimination and first anti-discrimination laws.
• 2010 : Ratification of the UNCRPD by the EU.
• Convention becomes part of the legal system of the EU
• 2010-2020 : European Disability Strategy
• Aims to implement EU disability in line with UNCRPD. Main legal acts : web accessibility 

directive (2016) and Accessibility Act (2019).
• 2021-2030 : The new European Disability Strategy : 
• The Disability Card and Parking card Directive, but also the DI guidance, Employment 

package, Social Services of excellence, Disability Platform, EU HR policy, etc. 



• Both started promoting disability rights in the 1970s
• understood as human rights, although still framed in the medical model of disability.

• Both moved towards the social model in the 1990s:
• In 1993 the UN adopts the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with 

Disabilities (nonbinding) :
• in 1996, the first EU disability Strategy was adopted, followed by new EU legal competence and a 

Directive on discrimination in employment. 

• The EU participated to the negotiations of the UNCRPD, the EU ratified it in 2010: EU must 
implement the CRPD in matters of its competence and the Disability Strategies have this goal. But the EU 
does not ratify the optional protocol. 

• The EU and the UN are connected through reporting : EU (and MS) must send periodical reports to 
the UNCRPD, who replies with concluding observations

• 2014 : First report of the EU to the UNCPRD committee : concluding observations in 2015.
• 2023 : Combined second and third report of the EU : concluding observations in 2025.

What are the relations between the EU 
and the UNCRPD?



The Committee asked the EU:
• Intersectional and participatory approach.

• Include children with disabilities + mainstream disability in children’s policy (i.e. EU Child Guarantee).

• Mainstream disability rights into EU poverty policies.

• Ensure accessibility of the built environment. 

• Abolish all forms of detention based on disability, as well as forced treatments.

• Recognise institutionalisation as a form of discrimination.

• Recognise forced sterilisation as a gender-based violence.

• Ensure the accessibility and affordability of assistive technology.

• (support) Prevent family separations during emergencies (COVID).

• (Encourage) Inclusive Education throughout all education cycle.

Concluding Observations of the 
UNCRPD Committee to the EU 2025



The EU Strategy is a policy framework that contains all specific policies of the EU 
regarding persons with disabilities until 2030. But most initiatives have already been 
adopted in 2025!
It contained 7 flagship initiatives (and many smaller ones):

1. The European disability card and Parking card directive.
2. The EU Disability Platform.
3. The EU disability employment package.
4. The EU Guidance on independent living.
5. AccessibleEU.
6. The HR policy of the EU.
7. Framework for social services of excellence for persons with disabilities.

In December 2024, the European Commission confirmed that new flagship initiatives 
would be adopted for the period 2026-2030. 
They are expected in Q2 2026

EU Strategy on the rights of persons 
with disabilities 2021-2030



COFACE is calling for a stronger family dimension in the EU disability Strategy.

Our advocacy on disability and care is based on:

1. The European Charter for Family Carers.
2. The S.H.I.F.T. guide.
3. Consultation of our members, studies or reports, such as the 2017 study “Who 

Cares?”, or the upcoming policy review on “Work life balance of parents with 
disabilities”.

4. Constant exchange with partners, experts, researchers, EU institutions and   
international organisations.

COFACE advocacy for the new phase 
of the EU strategy (2026-2030):



COFACE is calling for a stronger family dimension in the new EU disability Strategy.

Why a stronger family dimension ? This is our main goal as the only family organisation of 
the EU Disability Platform.

We are also consulted by the European Parliament and EU agencies (Report of the EP)

Context is changing : There is a growing recognition of the family of persons with disabilities 
from UN, EU and organisations of persons with disabilities. 

- At UN level: the Bellini Case and the UN Report on Children with disabilities and Family. 
- At EU level: see the Bervedi case, the European Care Strategy, and the EU Guidance on 

independent living. 

COFACE advocacy for the new phase 
of the EU strategy (2026-2030):



How to achieve a stronger family dimension? 

1. Study on the needs of parents with disabilities in different areas of life, including on WLB.
2. Integrate family data in disability statistics.
3. Strengthen monitoring of the European Child Guarantee, WLB and EU Employment directives on 

disability, and assess effectiveness of rights.
4. Mainstream mothers with disabilities in EU Gender Strategy.
5. Assist Member States in developing and assessing support for family carers (respite care, training, and 

psychosocial) .
6. Flagship on raising awareness and strengthening integrated family support approaches at local level.
7. Update guidelines on reasonable accommodation at work (acknowledge Bervedi case impact).
8. Consider the situation of the “after us”, propose exchanges and recommendations.
9. Stronger support to include education : Guidance on minimal standards for reasonable accommodation 

in schools.
10.Council recommendation on Early Childhood Intervention, to boost investments.
11.Target family carers in ESF+.
12.Push for a strong new EU budget for disability, care, and families. 

COFACE advocacy for the new phase of 
the EU strategy (2026-2030):



Strong cooperation with partners through: 

The European Disability Platform.
The European Disability Forum.
The European Expert Group on De-institutionalisation, etc.

And also, through the European Care Alliance : 

• Created in early 2024, coordinated by COFACE.
• Meets once a month.
• Gathers a growing number of participants (NGOs, Trade Unions, representatives 

of persons with disabilities, family carers, service providers, health, social economy 
enterprises, etc.). 

• Adopts joint-initiatives (e.g. statement on transparency, on MFF, on EU Platform for 
care).

COFACE and its partners: What is the 
European Care Alliance?



#FamilyCentredECI

Contact us ! 
COFACE Families Europe
• Tel: +32 2 500 56 90
• Email: sgonzalez@coface-eu.org
• Website: www.coface-eu.org

THANK YOU!

Time for discussion 
& happy to answer 
your questions
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